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English tour of Yokota Air Base for high school students in Musashimurayama City

In August during the summer vacation, an English tour of Yokota Air Base was held for high school
students living or studying in Musashimurayama City, aimed at improving language skills and deepening
international understanding. Five students from Josui High School participated, along with nine
students from other schools.

In the morning, while riding on the tour bus, we listened to the explanations from the public
relations officer and viewed various facilities on the wide base through the car windows. Yokota Air
Base is a U.S. Air Force bases in Japan, spanning five cities and one town: Tachikawa, Akishima,
Fussa, Musashimurayama, Hamura, and Mizuho. It has facilities including a runway, administrative
buildings, offices, warehouses, numerous residential areas, two elementary schools, one junior high

school, one high school, two universities, and a community center.

At lunch, we chose our favorite dishes from various fast-food restaurants, such as tacos, burritos,
baguette sandwiches, and fried potatoes, at the food court inside the community center. In the food
court, three U.S. Air Force soldiers made rounds at each table of high school students to engage in
conversations in English. They talked about topics like “What are your hobbies?” and “What do you
want to do in the future?”.

One U.S. Air Force soldier complimented us, saying, “Josui high school students say they only study
through their English classes at school, but their English is really good! Their pronunciation is

clear, they can understand, and they can express themselves in English. That’s wonderful!”




In the afternoon, we interacted with students from Yokota High School. While being shown around
the campus, we observed classes. There were classrooms for various subjects, and the students were
studying. We were able to learn about the differences from classes in Japanese schools. A student
studying Japanese spoke to us in Japanese.

When asked by a high school teacher in English, “How was today’s visit? Please give three
impressions.”

The five students from Josui High School answered,

“Kind — everyone was kind and friendly!”

“Food — the food at the food court was delicious!”

“Cool and cute — the high school students were cool and cute!”

It was a valuable day where we were able to engage in international exchange using English.

1 The librarian tought me how to borrow books and how to research materials. It is a library

with many large cushions, allowing for a relaxing visit.

1 Yokota high school logo 1 Gymnasium
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